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time, second only to that of Russia among the countries of
Europe and, like that of Japan today, was rapidly increasing.
In 1871 it was 40,000,000, but by 1890 it had risen to
49,400,000, and by 1913 it exceeded 66,000,000. Further,
Germany is enclosed on three sides by powerful states
and on the fourth by the Baltic Sea. She was driven to seek
an outlet for her surplus population overseas. For this
reason many Germans emigrated, those that went to the
United States in the twenty years—1866-1885—numbered
over 2,000,000. These emigrants, however, too frequently
preferred to give up their German nationality and adopt
that of the country to which they had migrated. This the
German Government endeavoured to prevent by obtaining
colonies of its own. The energy of Bismarck succeeded in
securing colonies in Togoland, the Gameroons, and in
East and South-west Africa. But it was soon found that the
climatic and general conditions of these districts made them
unfit for white men to live in. It was this that gave rise to
the German cry for CA place in the sun', the 'place3 being a
fertile land with a temperate climate, under the German
flag and part of the German Empire. In every attempt,
however, to acquire a suitable colony, Germany found
herself face to face with the nation that had already
established colonies all over the world. It was, in fact,
inevitable that she should come into collision with England.
Matters were made worse by Treitsche, a lecturer in
the University of Berlin, who maintained that the progress
of all nations follows a natural law, and that Germany as the
Great Empire of the world must, of necessity, come into
collision with England. He said :
If our German Empire decides to adopt a policy of having
colonies of her own and puts it into practice, it will be impossible
to avoid collision with England. It is both natural and logical
that the new Central European Power should contend with all
the other countries. We have already had a settlement with
Austria, France, and with Russia. The last remaining settlement
is with England, but it will take a long time and be very difficult.
Germany, like our Japan, became a great Power by
force of arms, and the idea of developing national prosperity
by that means has, from the earliest times, been advocated
by historians. Well, Treitsche's theory met with a good

